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Artistic talent is some-
thing I’ve always ad-
mired—and envied—

but turning it into a good busi-
nessmust be an idealway of
making a living. Nowonder
thatLisaStrecko is happy to
beworking hard as theCorpo-
rate Cartographer.
Mind you, it did take the en-

couragement and sound ad-
vice of Calgary business-
woman JanEden, president
of CEO InTraining, to give
her the confidence to branch
out on her own and feel com-
fortable in discussing projects
with awide variety of people.
A graduate ofDawsonCol-

lege inMontreal, where she
received topmarks in illustra-
tion and design, Strecko
moved toVancouver and took
further studies at EmilyCarr
College of Art andDesign be-
fore taking full-timework as
an illustratorwith a high-end
giftware company. Sixteen
years later, after becoming in-
ternationally renowned
within the industry for her
still-in-demand popular
themes that include Bramble
&Clover, the adorable hedge-
hogs— she decided itwas
time to go out on her own.
Over the past 30 years Eden

has inspired thousands of
business owners to become
more successful through uti-
lizing leadership techniques.
AVancouver client suggested
to Strecko that she should dis-
cuss her dreamswith Eden.
The twomet three years ago
and Edenwas so impressed
she not only became her
coach but also her business
partner, handling all of the
sales pitches to prospective
CorporateCartographer cus-
tomers.
Strecko had always kept her

own illustrated journal and
the two came upwith the idea
of capturing artistically per-
sonal and corporate success
on canvas.
Shemoved toCalgary and

her first corporate culture
mapwas unveiled as a gift to
JohnMacInnes, president of
Print Audit, and his employ-
ees inNovember 2004.
Each piece takes awhile to

produce—up to 300 hours.
That includesmeetings to
capture the history, accom-
plishments, employee contri-
butions, anniversaries, and
awards and recognition of
companies. It also includes
the initial sketches and paint-
ing to finished product, which
is deliveredwith a detailed re-
port ofwhat it includes. The
canvases range up to 1.52me-
tres by 1.21metres in size and
hold a tremendous amount of
detail.
I was shownhigh-quality

reproductions of those com-
pleted forRalphKlein’s 7th

Annual Charity Roast and the
JohnMicallefi family, a cor-
porate legacy for Resource
Link Software and another
packed full of information and
portraits used as a fundraiser
for the LionsClub of Canada.
Strecko has already pre-

sented other canvases to
JudgeBrianStevenson,
Wellco,M&MStores and En-
erplus Resources. Her current
works includeCCSEnergy
and a surprise canvas for a
prominent Calgarian.
A visit to her studio in

Bridgelandwas a treat. I was
allowed to see Strecko’s Cor-
porateCartographer canvases
in various stages of produc-
tion and themarketing pieces
that Eden has devisedwhich
include delivery of hand-
painted boxes of chocolate
dollars carrying images from
the canvases. I also admired
some of Strecko’s other art. I
particularly liked her paint-
ings of stained glasswindows
that I took for real glass. She is
a talented ladywhosework is
going to be seen in a lotmore
Calgary boardrooms.

At today’s BOMACalgary
lunch,winners of the 2007
AdvertisingAwardswill be
recognized. Brookfield Prop-
ertieswon the two-thirds and
larger category and Sizeland
Evans InteriorDesign the
half-page or less for advertise-
ments published in this year’s
BOMABuildingGuide.
Judgeswere a teamof 10 tal-

ented commercial artists in
theHerald’s advertising de-
sign group.

It’s an excitingmonth for
Calgary-basedmedical tech-
nology company ImagingDy-
namics. At the annual general
meeting lastweek Jerry
Cirino, a former executive
vice-president ofMarconi
Medical Systems and presi-
dent andCEOof Sourceone
HealthcareTechnologies and
most recently president and
CEOof ImaluxCorp., was ap-
pointed chairman of the
board.
The same day inNewport

Beach, Calif., ImagingDy-

namicswas presentedwith
the Frost& SullivanNorth
AmericanTechnology Inno-
vation of theYearAward in
recognition of the quality
and depth of its research
and development program
aswell as the vision and risk-
taking that enabled the com-
pany to undertake its break-
through on the digital
imaging front.

For the past 22 yearsRandy
Hayden hasworked in a vari-
ety of positions for Precision
Drilling, the last 10 inmarket-
ing and sales. He recently
joinedWinalta Inc. as vice-
presidentmarketing, indus-
trial division. Through its
subsidiaries,Winfield
Oilfield Rentals andWinalta
IndustrialManufacturing, he
will take a key role in the leas-
ing, rental and sales of
oilfield camps,wellsite trail-
ers and oilfield accommoda-
tions.

Hill &KnowltonCanada, an
industry leader in public rela-
tions, public affairs and strate-
gic communications, has
strengthened its Calgary of-
ficewith two senior-level ap-
pointees.
LisaWalker andMandy

Plaizier bothmoved here
fromToronto.
Walker has been named

vice-president of public rela-
tions. She has 14 years of com-
munications experience, the
last ninewithHill &Knowl-
ton. She has garnered two
Canadian Public Relations So-
ciety awards and has been a
member ofHill &Knowlton’s
national crisis team for six
years.
Plaizier brings six years of

public relations andpublic af-
fairs experience to the role of
accountdirector,moving to
Calgary froma similar position
with anotherToronto-based
agencywhereher experience
was focusedon financial and
packagedgoods sectors.
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Artist Lisa Strecko thrives as
theCorporateCartographer

Mikael Kjellström, CalgaryHerald
Lisa Strecko’s legacymaps capture the history, accom-
plishments, employee contributions, anniversaries, and
awards and recognition of companies.
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BRANDWITHBITE
Amemberof thebrand tradeposes for apicturenext to theSpamboothduring theopening
dayof theLicensing International Expoat the Jacob JavitsConventionCenter inNewYork.
The show,which runsuntil June 21, showcases theworld’s brandandpropertymarketplace.

TimothyClary, AFP-Getty Images

Billionaire investor KKiirrkk
KKeerrkkoorriiaann abandoned efforts
to buy twoofMGMMirage’s
LasVegas casino complexes
after the company disclosed
plans to build another resort
in the city.MGMshares
dropped themost in 10
months.
Themoves damped specu-

lation thatMGM, theworld’s
second-largest casino com-
pany, may be for sale. The
possibility of a buyout had
driven the stock price up 37
per cent sinceMay 21, when
Kerkorian, 90, said hemay
try to buy the Bellagio Hotel
& Casino and CityCenter, a
hotel, condo and casino pro-
ject.
Kerkorian’s TTrraacciinnddaaCCoorrpp..,

the owner of a 56per cent
stake inMGMMirage, said
Wednesday itwill “continue
tomonitor” its investment,
which dates back to 1986
whenhe foundedMGM
Grand. The statement came
afterMGMsaid itwould join
with Kerzner International
Holdings Ltd. to build the new
casino.
“An outright sale ofMGM in

the near term is nowoff the
table,” Harry Curtis, an analyst
with JPMorgan Securities
Inc., said in a note.
MGMshares fell $5.90, or

6.8 per cent, to $80.60 at
4 p.m. inNewYork Stock Ex-
change composite trading,
the biggest decline sinceAu-
gust 2006.
MGMand closely held

Kerzner said theywill build
the newcasino on 16 hectares
of a 31-hectare plot ownedby
MGM.Kerznerwill lead the
planning and provide cash for
the project. Each company
will have an equal stake in the
casino, they said.
The companies plan to

reach a final agreement in the
third quarter. They said plan-
ning and designwill take one
year, and constructionwill last
about three years.
“They’re going to be looking

forways to unleash these
huge real estate assets
they’re sitting onwithout ac-
tually selling,” said James
Hardiman, an analystwith
FTNMidwest Securities Corp.
“I think you’ll seemore deals
like thiswithMGMgiving up
stakes in a property to free
up value.”

N E W S M A K E R S

Former CCeennddaanntt CCoorrpp.. chair-
manWWaalltteerr FFoorrbbeess urged a
federal appeals court to grant
himbail so hewon’t have to
begin a 12-year prison sen-
tence nextmonth for directing
the largest accounting fraud of
the 1990s.
Forbes, 64,was convicted

last year of conspiracy and
other crimes in federal court in
Hartford, Conn. U.S. District
JudgeAlanNevas ruled he
must report to prison by
July 16.
Defence lawyer Barry Simon

told a three-judge appeals
panel inNewYorkWednesday
that Forbes shouldn’t be im-
prisoned nextmonth because
his casemaybe overturned, in
part because of improper
statements by prosecutors at
trial. Jurorswere twice dead-
locked in the case before con-
victing Forbes after a third
trial.
“Thiswas a close case,” Si-

mon said. “Is a reversal likely?
We think it certainly is.”
The court didn’t rule on the

request,which prosecutors op-
pose. At issue iswhether
Forbes has a “substantial” is-
sue to assert on appeal. The
court isn’t deciding themerits
of the case,whichwill be ar-
gued later this year.
Besides 12 years and seven

months in prison, Nevas also
ordered Forbes to pay $3.28
billion in restitution. The for-
mer executive was accused
of inflating income by $252
million at CUC International
Inc., whichmerged with HFS
Inc. in 1997 to create the
travel and real estate firm
Cendant. The company has
since been broken up into
several smaller companies,
including Avis Budget Group
Inc.
Themarket value of Cendant

fell $14 billion onApril 15, 1998,
when it disclosed accounting
irregularities at CUC. Forbes
testified at the trial that hewas
concernedwith the company’s
big picture and ignorant of its
finances and operations.
FormerCUCpresident E. Kirk

Shelton, 52,was convicted at
the first trial and sentenced to
10 years in prison.
His conviction has been up-

held by an appeals court, and
he’s scheduled to be released
in 2015 fromaprison inMin-
ersville, Pa.
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Airbus turned the Paris Air
Show into a festival of new or-
ders on Wednesday, announc-
ing a giant deal with Indian
group Kingfisher Airlines
and boasting that its order
book had swollen by $75 bil-
lion US this week.
The European group has

seemed intent on making a
splash at the Paris show, one
of the world’s biggest aero-
space events, and Wednesday
brought news of new multi-
billion-dollar deals with air-
lines from India, Libya, the
United Arab Emirates and
Russia.
Sales chief John Leahy said

that the company had now
booked 358 firm orders and
190 commitments to order in
the last three days at a price of
$75 billion at catalogue prices.
The unrelenting stream of

announcements by Airbus has
overshadowed successes for
U.S. rival Boeing, and the Eu-
ropean group appears to have
carefully prepared a public re-
lations blitz to boost its bat-
tered image.
Cynics have suggested Air-

bus has been saving up orders
to announce this week, or
might even have withheld
news of deals in recent
months because of sensitive
negotiations with trade unions
about job cuts.

Oil andGas
Company CloseNet Chg
CdnNat Res 71.44 -2.01
ComptonPete 11.38 -0.38
EnCana 68.90 -1.47
Fst Calgary 5.08 -0.02
Husky Energy 91.59 -0.55
Imperial Oil 49.89 -0.79
Nexen 33.32 -0.68
NikoRes 97.87 +1.12
OPTI Cda 22.45 -0.96
Paramount Res 22.40 -0.65
Petro-Canada 55.47 -1.16
Suncor Energy 95.00 -3.06
Talisman Enrg 21.32 -0.76
WstnOil Sands 36.91 -0.79

Industrials
Company CloseNet Chg
ATCO 1 l 54.80 +0.06
Agrium 46.46 -0.65
CdnPacRail 74.20 -1.34
Enbridge 36.11 -0.15
Ensign Energy 19.98 -0.37
Forzani GrpA 23.70 +0.22
Pason Systems 16.62 -0.13
ShawCommBNV 44.89 -0.19
TransAlta 26.99 -0.22
TransCanada 37.38 +0.15
TricanWell 22.76 -0.30
WestJet Airl 15.60 +0.02

Trusts
Company CloseNet Chg
ARCEnrg Tr un 22.60 -0.47
AltaGasIncm 25.95 +0.40
Baytex Enrg un 21.23 +0.03
Big Rock un 18.50 -0.20
Boardwalk REIT 48.30 +0.80
Bonavista Enrg 31.20 +0.12
CCS IncmTr un 38.21 +0.37
CdnOil Sands 31.90 -0.50
Canetic Res un 17.68 -0.15
Enerplus Res un 50.14 -0.33
FordingCdnun 32.79 -0.10
Ft Chicago LP 10.30 -0.18
Inter Pplns 9.38 -0.02
MullenGrp Incm 20.89 -0.11
Newalta Incmun 23.80 +0.20
Pembina Ppln 15.35 -0.22
PengrowthEnun 20.50 +0.04
PennWest un 35.94 -0.71
Peyto Enrg un 18.65 -0.51
PrecisionDrlng 27.11 +0.01
PrimeWest En 23.25 -0.54
Provident un 12.66 -0.19
SupriorPlus un 15.08 -0.06
Vermilion un 34.72 +0.22

CriticalNumbers
Markets

▼ TSXComposite 141.33 13978.16

▼Dow Jones 146.00 13489

▼Nasdaq 26.80 2599.96

▼ TSXVenture 2.69 3234.39

Currency
▼Cdndollar 0.34 93.72US

▼NewYorkGold 4.60 656.10US

Energy
▼West Texas 1.00 68.18US

▼NYMEXgas 0.128 7.391US

POSITIONS IN THECALGARY55 ARE DETERMINED PRIMARILY BY

MARKET CAPITALIZATION. THE LISTINGS ARE REVIEWED ANNUALLY

AND CATEGORIES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

55Calgary-based companies
trading on the TSX
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